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Purpose and

Legal
Framework

Caregiver Report Importance

The Caregiver's Report enables caregivers to provide information
about the child or youth directly to the courts before a court
hearing.

Legal Rights and Notices

RCW 13.34.096: Right to be heard—Notice. mandates caregivers
get timely notice and the right to be heard in court.

Permanency Planning Hearings

RCW 13.34.145 defines hearings that assess child welfare and
permanency progress.

Annual Progress and Services Report (APSR) Federal
Requirements 2025 ANNUAL PROGRESS AND SERVICES
REPORT (APSR)

Federal APSR requirements emphasize caregiver input to meet
child safety and well-being goals.


https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=13.34.096
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=13.34.096
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=13.34.096
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=13.34.145
https://dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/reports/2025APSR.pdf
https://dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/reports/2025APSR.pdf

Report Use and Focus

CAREGIVER'S
REPORT

Context and Intent

The report captures detailed observations about the child’s
emotional, physical, educational, and behavioral status to aid court
decisions.

Use in Legal Proceedings

The report is submitted before court hearings and becomes part of
the official court record for judicial review.

Focus on Child’s Best Interests

The report must exclude unrelated commentary about biological
parents to maintain focus on the child’s welfare.
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Effective vs. Ineffective Contributions

Helpful Contributions Unhelpful Contributions

Focus on Child’s Well-being Avoiding Harmful Content

Caregiver. reports emphasize observations related to the child’'s emotional Reports should not include personal attacks, speculation, or irrelevant
and physical health. details that harm the child’s well-being.

V) f Objective L
S€ 0 jective Language Not Include Parent Information

Reports should be objective and respectful, avoiding judgment or
speculation about the child’s behavior. A caregiver's report should not include information related to a child's

biological parent that is not directly related to the child's well-being.

Providing Specific Examples

Including specific examples like mood changes and school performance
adds valuable context.

Supporting Judicial Decisions

Factual, child-centered information helps judges prioritize the child’s
needs and permanency planning.



Submission

Submission Process

The report is typically filed ahead of time and submitted either:
* Directly to the court clerk

* US Postal Service

» Case worker

* Guardian ad litem/CASA

Include Case Name and Number

Reports must clearly state the case name and number to ensure proper
identification and routing.

Use Coversheets for Filing

A coversheet should accompany reports to facilitate filing and verify
official record inclusion.

Submit Reports Early

Reports should be submitted in advance of hearings to allow timely
review by all parties involved.

Use Standardized Forms

Standardized departmental forms ensure report consistency and
completeness across all submissions.






Why the Report
Matters

Caregiver Voice in Court

The report ensures caregivers have a meaningful voice by sharing
insights on the child’s daily life and emotional health.

Support for Permanency Planning

It offers a holistic view of the child’s needs, aiding permanency
planning and improving child welfare outcomes.

Federal Reporting and Compliance

The report contributes to federal APSR reporting, helping agencies
meet child welfare goals and standards.

System Collaboration

It strengthens cross-agency communication and stakeholder
engagement as outlined in strategic plans.
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https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/dashboard/v4/Dependency.html
https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/dashboard/v4/Dependency.html
https://www.courts.wa.gov/caseload/dashboard/v4/Dependency.html




Strategies to Encourage Submission

Education and Training

Educate caregivers about their rights and provide clear instructions
for completing reports to empower participation.

System Support

Use early form distribution, automated reminders, and integration
into meetings to facilitate timely submissions.

Stakeholder Collaboration

Judges, attorneys, and clerks should coordinate to check report
submissions and include them in court files.

Tracking and Motivation

Monitor submission rates and share data on report impact to
motivate caregivers' continued engagement.







Closing

Advocacy Through Caregiver Reports

Caregiver reports empower voices in child welfare, ensuring children’s
needs are effectively represented in court.

Promoting Collaboration

Encouraging agencies, courts, and caregivers to collaborate fosters a
responsive and effective child welfare system.

Call to Action

Focus on improving consistency of submission and use of caregiver
reports.



Call to Action:

Every voice matters.
When caregivers are heard, children are better seen.

Every report counts.
Consistent submission and documentation strengthen
outcomes.

Every role is vital.
Judges, attorneys, caseworkers, and caregivers—together,
we shape a system that protects and uplifts.

Final Call to Action:

Let's commit to building a child welfare system where
caregiver voices are not just welcomed—but expected,
respected, and reflected in every decision we make.
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